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Programa

The course will discuss the perceptual and production constraints that are linked to the expression and
interpretation of speech acts via prosodic variation in face-to-face speech. It aims at first exposing a set
of physiological constraints on speech production, linked to possible behaviour of the voice source and
filter. The observed recurrences of these constraints will then be discussed in terms of motivation for
prosodic change in the voice. These motivations are grounded in changes observed / perceived
throughout voices produced by individual (or animals) having different physical characteristic—
typically size, gender, age, health state—or displaying specific behaviours (acting aggressively, seeking
proximity) and affective state (afraid, angered etc.). Some codes proposed to relate universal relations
between sound and meaning will be presented and critically discussed. The importance of these
constraints for the linguistic codes will then be addressed: how very general constraints may influence
conventional choices made in a given language and culture? Where and how may we observe such
relations, and what limits shall we expect to their importance in language? What is the role and
importance of linguistic concepts in the interpretation of one individual’s behaviour? The progressive
encoding of such kind of information in the codes of sociolinguistic interactions will be described and
discussed with example from different language, with insights in cross-cultural variation on the
conceptual and performance aspects of interaction. Social representation of self and society, importance
of the hierarchical relations, social distance and rules are proposed as potential explicative factors of
observed differences. The role of an individual hearer’s interpretation of a given speech act, in her/his
cultural framework, will be proposed as a main evaluative check of a successful communication:
potential situations of misunderstanding will be proposed and described. Results from a series of
perception tests will be discussed to rank the importance of cues in the final interpretation made by
listeners.
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Compreensao oral e leitura em inglés
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